THE    NAZIS    AT    WAR
With the arrival of the sixth train the whole " head-
quarters" is complete. It is a formidable organisation.
Let us single out first the Supreme Commander himself
------the man who put on the "soldier's coat" the day he
gave the signal for the invasion of Poland and swore not
to take it off before achieving final victory.
Well, Hitler in the "soldier's coat" looks little different
from Hitler in the simple Party Uniform which he designed
for himself. The only striking omission from his familiar
attire is the big swastika arm-band which he used to
wear before on all other occasions. Some people thought
it was significant that Hitler never put on a real Reichs-
wehr uniform, but on the other hand took off the Swastika.
The generals, they said, would not have either.
But Hitler wears his Iron Cross, First Class, although
no-one seems to know where he got it from and how
he got it. Even his war comrades who served with him
cannot remember what should have been a memorable
occasion. Paul Guertler, Hitler's N.C.O. in the last war,
now a farmer in Alberta, Canada, said in an interview:
"To me and everybody else who was in the German
army it is a complete mystery where and how Hitler
won the Iron Cross, First Class."
He was decorated with the Iron Cross, Second Class,
which almost every soldier who served at the front
received, but not even the Nazi Ministry of Propaganda
can put forward a convincing record of Hitler's heroic
war deeds.
So it is not surprising that the Nazi press is sometimes
in a quandary about Hitler, as a hero. Time after time
facsimiles of his certificate for the Iron Cross have been
published. But many of these bear different dates.
The "Berliner Illustrierte", for instance, gave the
date on which Hitler was decorated as the 4th of August,